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~ The Multitudinous Christ ~ 

“...So shall they set 
forward, every man 
in his place by their 
standards.”   

“Buy the truth and sell it not; also 
wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.” 

Proverbs 23:23 
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The Covenants of Promise 
as Related to the Name of Jesus Christ 

 
 We recently came upon the following words penned by Bro. Thomas and found them to 

be quite refreshing in respect to how Christadelphians have understood the relationship 
between Christ’s sacrifice, the covenants of promise, and what it means to “put on” 
the name of the Anointed Messiah. What does it mean to be “in him”?  

 
Editor 

 
“In suffering death because of his claim to the throne of Israel, Jesus, the Son of David, sealed ‘the gospel of 

the kingdom,’ and the Covenant of that kingdom, with his blood” (Herald, Vol. 2, No. 2, pg. 28, 2nd col-
umn). 
 
“Jesus the Christ, or Anointed King of Israel, is the righteousness of those who, believing in the gospel of the 

kingdom and its mystery, put him on (Gal. 3:27); hence, in regard to them, he is styled ‘The Lord our Right-
eousness’ (Jer. 23:6). When a believer puts him on he is said to be ‘in him,’ and when in him, to be 
‘constituted the righteousness of God in him’ (2 Cor. 5:21). Seek then, in the first place, to understand the 
Word of the kingdom (Matt. 13:23, 13-15; Col. 4:3; Acts 23:20); and after accomplishing that, seek to be con-
stituted the righteousness of God in its king; and all things shall be added unto you. This is the order laid 
down by Jesus - an order which cannot be improved” (Herald, Vol. 2, No. 2, pg. 35, 2nd Column). 
 
“But how doth a sinner become the subject of repentance and the remission of sins in the name of Jesus - How 

doth he put on the name? There is but one way of accomplishing this indispensable and essential necessity, 
or condition of salvation. He must first become a believer of the hope, facts, and mystery of the gospel; for 
without faith, a faith that works by love and purifies the heart, it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6; Acts 
15:9); being thus prepared, he may then be immersed [baptism] into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. This act [baptism] unites the believer of the true gospel to the Name; so that in being 
united his faith and childlike disposition are counted [imputed] to him for repentance and remission of sins, 
and he becomes an heir of the kingdom and glory of God which are promised to him for ever. Thus, ‘he 
that believes the gospel and is baptized shall be saved; and he that believeth not shall be condemned’ ” (Her-
ald, Vol. 2, No. 2, pg. 36, 2nd Column). 
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Introduction 
 

The grand purpose of Deity is summarized in two fa-
miliar and similar passages: Numbers 14:21 states “But 
as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the LORD,” and Habakkuk 2:14 says “For the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” Yahweh’s plan is to 
populate the earth with a multitude of individuals who 
will bring honor and glory to His Name. While in Eden, 
Adam and Eve were shown a representation of this prin-
ciple of God manifestation by the presence of the tree of 
life, or more correctly, “the tree of the lives,” a symbol 
that foreshadows the multitudinous manifestation of Yah-
weh’s glory in the earth. Following the expulsion of 
Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden, this plan was 
again demonstrated in the visible form of the cherubim 
who were to “keep the way” that Adam and Eve might 
become aware of the qualities and characteristics of those 
who were to bring about this glory to Yahweh.  
 

These principles were later reaffirmed to the children of 
Israel when directed in the manner of their encampment 
and manner of worship in the wilderness. The elements 
of the golden cherubim overshadow-
ing the mercy seat and the encamp-
ment of Israel both witness to the 
character of Yahweh, Christ, and 
those who are Christ’s at his coming 
(Gal 3:29). The Host of redeemed in-
dividuals that will bear the glory of 
Yahweh and His Son are styled the 
“Multitudinous Christ.” Though not a 
scriptural phrase, it is a principle that 
is paramount to the understanding of 
God manifestation and the plan of re-
demption for mankind. It is a subject 
linking the names of Deity to the re-
deemed. In its simplest form it is a 
group of “anointed ones” that shall be 
endowed with the same spirit nature 
that was revealed in the Garden of 
Eden in the symbolical Tree of Life. 
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The Multitudinous Christ can be simply defined as the 
redeemed Saints of the Kingdom age. Again, the lesson 
of the Multitudinous Christ was first taught in the Garden 
of Eden, followed by the introduction of the cherubim 
and later symbolically revealed in the encampment of the 
children of Israel while in the wilderness. 

 

The Multitudinous Christ Revealed 
in the Cherubim 

 
The cherubim were one complete entity made up of the 

four faces and the flaming sword manifested with the 
wisdom and power of the Deity. Yahweh placed them at 
the east side of the Garden of Eden where they were to 
keep the way of the “tree of the lives” from which Adam 
and Eve had been separated on account of sin. This is the 
first evidence of Yahweh revealing His grand purpose of 
being manifested in a multitude of glorious ones notwith-
standing the fall of man. (Suggested reading: Elpis Israel, 
pp. 146-147; Eureka, Volume 2, Section “Seraphim iden-
tical with cherubim,” pp. 54-57.) 

 
 An alternate rendering for Genesis 3:24 bears forth the 

principle of Yahweh’s purpose: “At the east of the Gar-
den of Eden he caused to dwell in a tabernacle the cheru-

 
 
 

 

~ The Multitudinous Christ~ 
 

 

The Encampment of Israel 
 

The encampment of Israel 
viewed in a schematic form 
reveals a connection with 
Ezekiel’s Cherubim, having 
a wheel in the midst of a 
wheel. The wheels in Eze-
kiel’s vision are likened to 
the beryl stone (Ezek. 1:16) 
corresponding to the 
apocalyptic tribe of Levi, 
meaning “joined”. In the 
wilderness encampment, 
we see that Levi forms the 
inner wheel. 

By Bro. Robby Bennett 
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bim, even a flaming sword.” Yahweh established the 
cherubim as the means by which man could be taught the 
process of redemption. 

 
The placement of the cherubim at the east of the Gar-

den indicated that man was driven out towards the east, 
and behind the cherubim they would see the tree of life 
standing as a symbol of immortality (Gen. 3:24, Matt. 
2:2-9, Matt. 24:27, Ezek. 10:14-19, Ezek. 43:2-4). [The 
“eastward” position also appears to be a figure of the fu-
ture sun of righteousness in which the Word would be-
come flesh, even Jesus the Christ.] Man was unable to 
approach this tree due to the protection afforded by the 
flaming sword which was wielded by the cherubim. This 
stood as a lesson that the sword of the spirit, the Word of 
Yahweh, divides between truth and error, protects and 
enforces the will of Deity, and prescribes the only man-

ner by which Yahweh may be approached by fallen man 
(Heb. 4:12).  By this means it preserved the way to the 
Tree of Life. The cherubim were established as a protec-
tor and watchman of those who desire to approach and 
represent Yahweh. The word ‘keep’ in the Hebrew is 
shamar, which translated is guard, keep watch, preserve 
and ward, protect, save life, watch, or watchman. The 
cherubim in the Garden acted as a mediator between 
Yahweh and man; it was Deity’s representative to receive 
the offerings brought forward (which, if acceptable, were 
consumed by the flaming sword), and by this Yahweh 
established a central place where man could come to 
worship Him. 

 
One may note that in Genesis the four faces of the 

cherubim are not revealed. Yet, it can be deduced that the 
faces were constituted as an element of the cherubim in 
the presence of Adam and his family. The flaming sword 

that kept the way of the Tree of Life “turned everyway” 
just as the four faces would be able to look in every di-
rection of the compass. Also the face or ‘faces’ were to 
be hidden from Cain due to his rejection of the com-
mandments of Deity. In Genesis 4:14 it is stated, 
“Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face 
of the earth; and from thy face [Heb. paniym, plural for 
faces or presence] shall I be hid.” In this, Cain was cut 
off from that which would have helped him to understand 
the righteousness that should be manifested in the Spiri-
tual Man of God. 

 
Brother Thomas states in Elpis Israel, “It is probable 

that the reason why Moses gave no description of them 
[the cherubim] in Genesis was because he intended to 
speak more particularly when he came to record their 
introduction into the most holy place of the tabernacle… 

They are described as having wings 
and faces; and being made out of the 
same piece of gold as the mercy-seat, 
upon which they looked down, be-
holding, as it were, the blood sprin-
kled upon it; it is evident, they were 
symbols connected with the institu-
tion of atonement for sin through 
the shedding of blood. But they were 
still more significative. They were 
God’s throne in Israel. Hence, the 
psalmist saith, ‘The Lord reigneth; 
he sitteth between the cherubim.’  
This throne was erected upon mercy: 
and for this reason it was, that the 
covering of the ark containing the 

testimony, the manna (Ex. 16:33, John 6:33), and the res-
urrected rod (Num. 17:8), was styled the Mercy-seat or 
throne, where the Lord covered the sins of the people. It 
was also the Oracle, or place from which God com-
muned with Israel through Moses. ‘There,’ said the 
Lord, ‘will I meet with thee, and I will commune with 
thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two 
cherubim which are upon the Ark of Testimony, of all 
things which I will give thee in commandment unto the 
children of Israel’ ” (Elpis Israel, pg.149). 

 
These winged cherubim which covered the blood-

sprinkled Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant were a 
symbol of atonement through shed blood, Yahweh’s 
throne in Israel, and Yahweh’s place of communion with 
Israel (Exod. 25:22). Within the ark were three symbols 
of Yahweh’s mercy upon fallen man: the tables of the 
Law, the golden pot of manna, and Aaron’s rod that bud-
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The Cherubim Covered Mercy Seat 
 

The winged Cherubim which cov-
ered the blood-sprinkled Mercy 
Seat of the Ark of the Covenant 
were a symbol of atonement 
through shed blood, God’s throne 
in Israel, and God’s place of com-
munion with Israel.   Dan, 

The Eagle 
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organization is based on that of the twelve tribes; so that 
they come thereby to be represented by the standards of 
Israel’s camps. In vision, the four camps of the Saints, 
constituting, nevertheless, one encampment, occupy the 
position of the four camps of Israel in the wilder-
ness” (Eureka, Vol. 1, pg. 76-77). 

 
Brother Thomas makes the proposition that the Saints 

are Israelites by adoption through Christ, and that this 
body of adopted ones is an innumerable company. 
This vast number of family members is a vital element of 
the promises to Abraham. Yahweh declared that this 
company would be as “as the dust of the earth” in Gene-
sis 13:16, and “as the stars of the heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon the sea shore” in Genesis 22:17. And 
although this seed was declared to be of Abraham’s seed, 

he is promised to be a “father of many nations” in Gene-
sis 17:4-7.  

 
It is understood that these verses have both a natural 

and spiritual application. For out of Abraham we have 
seen nations, kings, and many peoples rise and fall upon 
this earth throughout the history of man. But also through 
Abraham, we have seen people who have set themselves 
apart from the world to become part of the spiritual na-
tion of Israel, kings and priests of the Age to come (Rev. 
5:9-10). This family of Abraham through the course of 
history had to be expelled from the bonds of sin and 
death as typified by the bondage inflicted by the Egyp-
tians. The lesson is then a roadmap for all mankind who 
desire to overcome and to triumph gloriously as did Israel 
under the direction of Joshua (Psalms 77:11-12,20; Exod. 
15:1; Rev. 15:3). 

 

ded. The tables of the Law speak of the covenant that 
Yahweh established with Israel, the golden pot of manna 
represents that life-sustaining food that is daily provided 
by Yahweh through the Spirit Word (the manifestation of 
which will ultimately lead to incorruption, or immortal-
ity; Jer. 15:16; John 6:63; Rev. 2:17), and the budding 
almond tree rod is a symbol of His divine election as well 
as a symbol of resurrection. The interrelationship of these 
things (the covenant, the Word, and Divine election, or 
grace) all fall within the scope of the blood sprinkled 
mercy seat, that is to say, the blood of the everlasting 
covenant “that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep” (Heb. 13:20). 

 
In summary the cherubim represent the Redeemed, the 

glorified Saints who are to be completely manifested in 
the Kingdom Age: immortal, incorruptible. Brother Tho-
mas writes, “Rev. 5:8-l0… From this 
it is evident that the cherubim, etc., 
represent the aggregate of those re-
deemed from the nations in their res-
urrection state. The four cherubs are 
a symbolical representation of what 
is expressed by the phrase, ‘them 
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called saints’ that is, those who have 
been constituted the righteousness of 
Christ in a glorified state” (Elpis 
Israel, pg.150). 

 
The Multitudinous Christ  

Revealed in the 
Encampment of the 

Children of Israel 
 
The children of Israel were a multitudinous host that 

had been placed in bondage under the Egyptians. Upon 
their exodus they became a type of the redeemed in trans-
formation from the natural man to the spiritual man. De-
ity with His infinite wisdom was able to use the very 
ones He was to redeem as a type of that which they were 
to one day become. This provides proof to the predomi-
nant theme that Yahweh uses throughout the scriptures; 
first that which is natural, then that which is spiritual.   

 
Those saved out of Egypt were identified as “the chil-

dren of Israel” and were primarily comprised of the natu-
ral descendants of Abraham. To us they represent the 
Saints of the future age. In Eureka, we read, “Now, as the 
Saints, without regard to the accident of their fleshly de-
scent, are all Israelites by adoption through Christ, their 
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The Tabernacle in Their Midst 
 

Yahweh was at the very heart of Is-
raelitish things. Israel was gath-
ered around the Tabernacle as a 
symbol of what the true Israelite 
should do as far as Yahweh was 
concerned by placing Him into the 
heart or center of their very own 
lives. 

Ephraim, 
the Ox 



Volume 6, Issue No. 1                                                                                     6 

 

 

Once Israel was removed from the hands of the Egyp-
tians, Yahweh placed them under a new law which every 
man was commanded to adhere to completely. From the 
manner in which they were to march through the wilder-
ness to the place that each tribe should pitch his tent, De-
ity reinforced His purpose in the minds of the people. 
This He did by governing every aspect of their daily life, 
using the natural to instruct the spiritual. 

 
In Numbers 2:17, it was commanded that “the taberna-

cle of the congregation shall set forward with the camp 
of the Levites in the midst of the camp: as they encamp, 
so shall they set forward, every man in his place by their 
standards.” In this we see that the tabernacle “was set up 
right in the very center of the camp of Israel” teaching 
that “God was at the very heart of Israelitish things… 
Israel was gathered around the tabernacle as a symbol of 

what the true Israelite should do as far as God was con-
cerned” by placing Him into the heart or center of their 
very own lives (Story of the Bible, Vol. 1, pg. 338-9). 

 
   The encampment of Israel provides the following les-
sons: 
 

1. The camp as well as the tabernacle spoke of the per-
fection of Yahweh’s order both then and in the Age to 
come.  
 

2. The tabernacle was designed as a place where Israel 
might come and worship Yahweh. It was said by Deity, 
“There I will meet with thee” (Exod. 25:22), and com-
manded by Him, “Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I 
may dwell among them” (Ex. 25:8). “God was very anx-
ious to impress upon the people one very important fact 
that we too, must ever remember, and that is, it is not suf-
ficient that a man might desire to worship God, but he 

must worship Him in the manner in which God desires.  
Therefore, it was not sufficient that Moses should desire 
to build a sanctuary for Yahweh, but it had to be built” 
not as man desired, but as Yahweh required (Ex. 25:9; 
The Story of the Bible, Vol. 1. pg. 336).  
 

3. The word sanctuary means “set apart”. “The taber-
nacle was set apart from Israel for worship. It showed 
the people of Israel that though God had called them as a 
special people to worship Him, yet they must not take 
Him for granted. They had to treat Yahweh as Holy, that 
is separate and remote from mere man” (The Story of the 
Bible, Vol. 1. pg. 336). Because Yahweh is holy, man in 
his approach to Yahweh must also be made, or consti-
tuted, holy (Rom. 5:19). Thus man’s status as being al-
lowed to come before Yahweh must be changed from his 

native born position as being alien 
from the commonwealth of Israel 
and a stranger from His covenants 
(Eph. 2:12) to one of sanctification 
via faith and obedience. This, Paul 
reveals, is only possible through the 
blood of Christ: “But now in Christ 
Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ” (Eph. 2:13). 
 

4. In Numbers 2:2, it states that 
“every man of the children of Israel 
shall pitch by his own standard [Heb. 
degel, i.e. banner], with the ensign 
[Heb. owth, i.e. remembrance, ban-
ner, sign, signal, distinguishing 

mark] of their father’s house: far off about the tabernacle 
of the congregation shall they pitch.” These ensigns or 
distinguishing marks are significant when correlated with 
the four faces of the cherubim. We learn that the banner 
of Dan was the Eagle, and that of Ephraim was the Ox. 
Reuben’s banner was the man, and Judah’s was the Lion. 
 

5. The Eagle teaches of the elevated spiritual aspect of 
Christ and his servants (hence the winged cherubim), and 
the Ox is symbolic of the obedient servant that should be 
found in every son of God (Deut. 33:17). The Man types 
the ability of the flesh to be overcome by the spirit (Gen. 
49:3, 1 Chron. 5:1-2), and the Lion foretells of the future 
plan of Yahweh to elevate His people to a position of 
Kings and Priests in the earth (Rev. 5:5; Gen. 49:9). Each 
of these lessons are first fulfilled in His Son, Jesus. But, 
in the fullest sense, these symbols will encompass the 
whole body of the redeemed. 
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The Faces of the Cherubim 
 

These ensigns or distinguishing 
marks are significant when corre-
lated with the four faces of the 
cherubim. We learn that the banner 
of Dan was the Eagle, and that of 
Ephraim was the Ox. Reuben’s 
banner was the man, and Judah’s 
was the Lion. 

Judah, 
the Lion 
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6. The placement of the faces (banners) with the camps 
of Israel can only be scripturally tied to the tribes of 
Judah and Ephraim as indicated above. Yet, when com-
paring the encampment of the Israelites with the noted 
direction of the faces of the cherubim in Ezekiel 1:10, 
one may determine the correlation of the remaining two 
tribes, Dan and Reuben, to their respective banners. 
 

7. Judah’s name in the Hebrew means praise (Gen. 
29:30, 49:8). He was the brother that interceded for Ben-
jamin when faced with exile to Egypt under Joseph (Gen. 
44:18-34). His seed was promised to be Shiloh, the King 
of the Earth, he who would have power over his enemies 
and possess the scepter in Israel (Gen. 49:8-12). Reu-
ben’s name in Hebrew means see a son. Though being 
the firstborn of Jacob (Gen. 29:32), he was born to the 
less favored wife, Leah, and his birthright was ultimately 
forfeited to his younger brother Jo-
seph.  Ephraim in the Hebrew means 
doubly fruitful (Gen. 41:52), and he 
comes to represent the redeemed of 
all ages of both Jewish and Gentile 
descent, “which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14). 
These will be the fruit bearers (the 
teachers of Truth) of the Kingdom 
Age seen by John in the Apocalypse: 
“In the midst of the street of it, and 
on either side of the river, was there 
the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her 
fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations” (Rev. 22:2); for at Ephraim’s 
birth Joseph exclaimed, “For God hath caused me to be 
fruitful in the land of my affliction” (Ex. 41:52). Dan in 
the Hebrew means a judge (Gen. 30:6), representing the 
redeemed that will righteously judge and rule the earth in 
the Age to come. 

 
8. Placing the four names together, i.e., Judah, Reuben, 

Ephraim and Dan, it is apparent that they describe to us 
our Redeemer as well as the Multitudinous Christ: See a 
Son, who is and shall be praised, doubly fruitful and a 
judge over the nations. 

 

Conclusion 
 

The beautiful process of glorification from the natural 
to a spiritual body was in Yahweh’s plan from the begin-
ning, as shown from the study of the cherubic faces re-

vealed to Adam and Eve. These symbols that brought to 
light the lesson of the Multitudinous Christ were the 
means by which the redemptive process was revealed to 
mankind through the grace of Yahweh. When death is 
finally destroyed, those that have exhibited the character-
istics of the cherubic faces as seen in the banners of Israel 
will be the fulfillment of the exclamation, “But as truly 
as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the 
LORD.” This is the grand purpose of Deity, which pro-
vides a summary to us in the subjects of atonement, wor-
ship, redemption and sanctification for the body of 
Christ. To those that make up this body we can glean 
from the four faces of the cherubim and the foursquare 
encampment of Israel how flesh can, by godly labor and 
a spiritual mind, be transformed into a king/priest in the 
Age to come by Yahweh’s grace. 

Until that day of glory, let us take heed to our privi-
leged position of being called upon to declare His Name 
(Acts 15:14) and demonstrate in our lives the qualities of 
the Multitudinous Christ. 

  
Bibliography: 
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The Names of the Standard Bearers 

Placing the four names together, 
i.e., Judah, Reuben, Ephraim and 
Dan, it is apparent that they de-
scribe to us our Redeemer as well 
as the Multitudinous Christ: See a 
Son, who is and shall be praised, 
doubly fruitful and a judge over the 
nations. 

Reuben, 
the Man 
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Outline 
 

V.    Judges 1:9, 10, 20  Caleb My Servant 
VI .  Judges 1:10            Kirjath-arba , The City of the Four 
VII.  Judges 1:11            Kirjath-sepher, God hath Numbered 
VIII. Judges 1:12-15       Achsah, The Daughter of Zion 

 
Following their complete victory over the Canaanite 

king Adoni-bezek, the tribes of Judah and Simeon 
brought their prisoner to the outskirts of Jerusalem as an 
earnest of the future victory over sin by Messiah. The 
city was taken by the sword, set on fire, and the Israelites 
then turned their attention to the Canaanites in the South. 
Before them lay the city of Hebron. Nestled in the midst 
of the Judean mountain range, the city is located approxi-
mately twenty miles south of Jerusalem and twenty miles 
north of Beersheba near where Abraham built an altar 
unto the LORD; “Abraham dwelt in the plain of Mamre, 
which is in Hebron, there Abraham built an altar unto 
the LORD” (Genesis 13:18). It is the site of one of the 
strong walled cities of the Canaanites within the territory 
allotted to Judah and overturned to become a permanent 
possession of Israel. 

 
V. Caleb My Servant  

 

Judges 1:9,10,20: “And afterward the children of Judah 
went down to fight against the Canaanites, that dwelt in 
the mountain, and in the south, and in the valley. And 
Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron:
… And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses said: and 
he expelled thence the three sons of Anak.” 
 

The call to separation in the scriptures is a clear one. 
“Come out from among them, and be ye separate,” Paul 
declared in his letter to the Corinthian ecclesia (2 Cor. 
6:17). It underscored his appeal to the faithful that they 
avoid being “unequally yoked together with unbeliev-
ers” (vs. 14). 
 

It comes as no surprise, then, that we find this principle 
emphasized in the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets, as 

well as the Gospel message. In Leviticus 20:7, Yahweh 
announced through His servant Moses, “Sanctify your-
selves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your 
God.” The children of Israel were to be consecrated, set 
apart for the service of Yahweh. In the familiar verses of 
Psalm 34, David exhorts, “Depart from evil, and do 
good; seek peace, and pursue it” (vs. 14). Again, in 
Psalm 119, “Depart from me, ye evildoers: for I will keep 
the commandments of my God” (vs. 115). The servants of 
Yahweh are to separate from evil works and from evil 
doers. The prophet Isaiah echoed this command as he 
foretold of the future glories of Christ’s righteous rule. 
“Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no 
unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, 
that bear the vessels of the LORD” (Isa. 52:11). In other 
words, separate yourselves from things unclean, and 
strive to be clean that you may be able to manifest a 
godly character in the sight of all. Finally, the standard 
was confirmed by the mouth of Jesus himself, who de-
clared in his Discourse on the Plain recorded in Luke 6, 
“Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they 
shall separate you from their company, and shall re-
proach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son 
of man’s sake” (vs. 22). 
 

We are left without excuse when it comes to our posi-
tion before the Almighty, for the expectation has been 
made clear indeed. However, we have not been left void 
of inspiration, instruction and example. The Word of God 
is filled with examples of faithful men and women who 
understood this requirement, men and women who loved 
their calling and had the courage as did Peter and the 
Apostles in Acts chapter five, “to obey God rather than 
men” (vs. 29). 
 

Judges chapter one gives us an example of one who 
followed this call to separation: Caleb, servant of the One 
true God of Israel. We are all familiar with Numbers 
14:21 where the Deity’s purpose was revealed in the dec-
laration, “But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be 
filled with the glory of the LORD.” It was a foundation 
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statement. This statement underscored the principle of 
God manifestation as the true motivation for Yahweh’s 
creative work, and His subsequent plan for the earth and 
its inhabitants. 

 
This wonderful proclamation is followed by two senti-

ments of Yahweh that merit special attention from us. 
First, we find a condemnation of the children of Israel 
who lacked faith in the promises made by Yahweh (Num. 
14:21-23). Despite their deliverance from Egypt and the 
miracles performed on their behalf, the children of Israel 
failed to hearken unto Yahweh’s voice. The word 
“hearkened” used in verse 22 is significant. It is the He-
brew word shaw-mah, which means to hear intelligently 
(often with implication of attention, or obedience). Thus 
they had failed not only to be obedient to the words of 
Yahweh, but to understand them as well. “For unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much re-
quired” (Luke 12:48). Accordingly, He judged them un-
worthy of even seeing the land promised 
to their fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
 

Interestingly, the second reference 
made following the revealed purpose of 
Yahweh relates to His devoted servant 
Caleb. “But my servant Caleb, because 
he had another spirit with him, and hath 
followed me fully, him will I bring into the 
land whereinto he went; and his seed 
shall possess it” (Num. 14:24). Immedi-
ately we see in Caleb a representation of 
the faithful class that will be separated 
from the unfaithful children of Yahweh at 
the judgment seat of Christ (note Matt. 
13:47-50). In Eureka, Vol. II, Bro. Tho-
mas writes, “Judgment at the house of 
God being ended by the separation of the 
good and bad fish enclosed by the gospel 
net (Matt. 13:47,48), the good are appro-
priated by the Lamb for future use. 
Cleansed and purified from tares they 
constitute the wheat of his garner” (pg. 
100, Logos Ed.). 
 

We want to pay special attention to this 
24th verse in Numbers 14. Here we find 
three characteristics desirable of a saint 
attributed to Caleb. He is identified by 
Yahweh as, “My servant”; he “had an-
other spirit with him”; and he had 
“followed [Yahweh] fully.” The result of 

this faithful service unto the LORD was that he would be 
brought into the Promised Land, and he was promised 
that his seed would possess this land. The Hebrew word 
for servant implies to serve, a bondman, and labor, thus 
work is part of this servitude. Paul used this symbol in 
describing his service to the first century ecclesia, “For 
which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may 
speak boldly, as I ought to speak” (Eph. 6:20). A servant 
implies that he has a master, and Caleb’s master was 
Yahweh (Num. 14: 6-10). In thought and deed, Caleb 
served the God of Israel. 
 

Throughout scripture, Yahweh uses the endearing term 
“My servant” in reference to a select group of individu-
als. Along with Caleb, only Abraham, Moses, David, 
Naaman, Job, Zerubbabel and the Lord Jesus are identi-
fied by the expression “My servant.” This position of 
Yahweh’s servant is one for which we must strive. Our 
calling mandates that in thought and action we too would 
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serve the God of Israel and His anointed Son. Jesus 
taught in John 12:26, “If any man serve me, let him fol-
low me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: 
if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.” We 
serve Christ by following his commandments and by un-
derstanding the things concerning the Kingdom of God 
and the Name of Jesus Christ, and by walking in a man-
ner becoming of a servant of Christ 
 

Back in Numbers 14, the term “another” in reference 
to the “spirit” that was with Caleb is indicative of a life 
and mindset with a desire to serve Yahweh fueled by 
faith rather than fear. It stands in stark contrast to the 
faithless Israelites who, upon spying out the land of Ca-
naan, feared what man could do to them based upon their 
fleshly view of the inhabitants. Caleb had a different 
spirit than that of his adopted brethren. “And Caleb 
stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at 

once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome 
it” (Num. 13:30). This spirit that was with Caleb we 
would liken to that spirit which rested upon other faithful 
men in Scripture who trusted in Yahweh. 

 
The third faithful characteristic assigned to Caleb in 

Numbers 14:24 was that he had “followed me fully,” 
speaking of Yahweh. “Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecc. 12:13). Caleb 
understood his duty and carried it out to the fullest de-
gree. His service to his heavenly Father was complete. 
Five times in the scriptures we find it said about Caleb 
that he “wholly followed Yahweh.” The number five, we 
know, is indicative of grace and mercy. It was a blessing 
evident in the promise that Caleb would be brought into 
the Promised Land, and that his seed would possess it. 
 

It should not surprise us, then, that when Joshua was 
instructed to begin allocating the conquered land in 
Joshua 14, Caleb was the first to obtain his inheritance. 

He had “followed [Yahweh] fully” and had waited pa-
tiently for the reward he had been promised (Josh. 14: 
10-13). Does this resemble the level of our dedication to 
the Truth? “Meditate upon these things; give thyself 
wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take 
heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in 
them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and 
them that hear thee” (1 Tim. 4:15-16). Like the example 
of Caleb, we are to give ourselves “wholly unto” the 
things of the Truth, paying attention to ourselves and to 
the teaching, diligently going about the work of Yahweh. 

 
The Son of Jephunneh the Kenezite 

We know that Caleb was of Gentile origin, a Kenezite 
by descent. In Joshua 15:13 we read, “And unto Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh he gave a part among the children 
of Judah.” Because of his faith, he was granted a place 
with the royal tribe of Judah (Num. 34:16-19). Thus in 

type he symbolizes Spiritual Israel, 
those who have through Christ been 
brought near to the commonwealth of 
Israel and become heirs of the cove-
nants of promise (Eph. 2:12), those 
who have become Jews inwardly, 
whose circumcision is of the heart  
(Rom. 2:29). 
 

According to Strong’s Concordance, 
his name signifies a dog (keh´-leb), 
although there is apparently some un-

certainty about this interpretation. However, such a 
meaning is consistent with the type, for dog is a term as-
sociated with Gentiles in the New Testament (Mark 7:26-
28). In Psalm 22, which is Messianic in nature, David 
laments, “For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of 
the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and 
my feet” (vs. 16). As we know, it was the Roman soldiers 
who literally drove the nails into the hands and feet of the 
Lord Jesus. 
 

Caleb was the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite. Jephun-
neh means he will be prepared, and Kenaz implies 
hunter; of a Canaanite nation. Although nothing is re-
corded of Jephunneh, other than that Caleb was his son, 
we see through the meaning of his name – and in Caleb’s 
faithful contending – that his raising of Caleb prepared 
the way for him to serve Yahweh. In type, the way for 
Spiritual Israel has also been prepared (Heb. 10:19-20). 
In the Apocalypse chapter 16, “the way of the kings of a 
sun’s rising” will also be prepared (vs.12). Thus we find 
a future application to the symbol now before us. 
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In Judges chapter one we find the record of Caleb’s in-
heritance of what had been promised to him in the land of 
Canaan: the privileged area of Hebron. In this chapter we 
also find his driving out of the sons of Anak from Heb-
ron, and his support of Othniel who then drove them out 
of Kirjath-sepher. Following the rebellious report of the 
spies at Kadesh-Barnea, Yahweh condemned the children 
of Israel to their wilderness wandering, prohibiting them 
from sharing in the promise that had been revealed. 
“Doubtless ye shall not come into the land,” decreed the 
Almighty, “concerning which I sware to make you dwell 
therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the 
son of Nun” (Num. 14:30). Caleb was 40 years old at the 
time, and he, along with Joshua, believed that “with God 
all things are possible” (Mark 10:27). Caleb brought 
back to Moses, “word again as it was in mine 
heart” (Josh. 14:7). He proclaimed his belief openly, 
honestly and boldly, all according to his heartfelt faith, 
and he was rewarded for it. 

 

How do we proclaim our faith? Do we 
do so openly, honestly and boldly? Do 
we exhibit the courage to take a stand for 
the True Word of God, even when those 
around us feel differently about a trial at 
hand? The example of Caleb should lead 
us to do so (Heb 13:5-6). 

 

The Inheritance of the Faithful 
Caleb’s inheritance was Hebron, which 

means seat of association, union, fellow-
ship. It was an appropriate destination 
for Caleb and a significant reward for the 
faithful servant of God. Those who ac-
cept the Truth, and stay faithful to its 
requirements, will be rewarded in the 
Age to come through union with Yah-
weh and His Anointed by becoming 
joined in fellowship and association. 
 

When requesting this inheritance from Joshua, Caleb 
knew that there was work yet to be done. “Give me this 
mountain,” he said in Joshua 14:12, “whereof the LORD 
spake in that day; for thou heardest in that day how the 
Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and 
fenced: if so be the LORD will be with me, then I shall be 
able to drive them out, as the LORD said.” At 85 years 
of age, his faith was as strong as ever; his spirit as willing 
as ever, and his strength was as ready for war as it had 
been 45 years earlier when he first returned from spying 
out the land. Brethren of all ages should take note of his 
position. Though physically we may not be preserved for 

 

battle as Caleb had been, our faith and our spirit must not 
fade with time. 
 

The third event recorded concerning Caleb’s life relates 
to this acquisition of Hebron (Judg. 1:10-20). In this pas-
sage we find valuable exhortation concerning the faith 
and strength of Caleb, who after 45 years of patient en-
durance received his temporal reward. We also find a 
parable pointed towards the ultimate victory that will re-
sult in the true bride of Christ. Caleb realized that his in-
heritance would have to be taken by force, and he was 
prepared to contend for that which had been divinely ap-
pointed to him and his family. But with the faith he had 
maintained since spying out the land, he knew that Yah-
weh would help him overcome the opposition. Like 
Abraham, Caleb “staggered not at the promise of God 
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to 
God” (Rom 4:20). 

In Caleb’s day, Anak and his three sons were a physi-
cal, moral and religious threat to the children of God. The 
name Anak means a necklace (as if strangling), chain, 
(root: to choke). Caleb had no choice but to rid the land 
of this choking influence. In type, the Anakim represent 
the same choking dangers that threaten believers of all 
ages. “And that which fell among thorns are they, which, 
when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with   
cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no 
fruit to perfection” (Luke 8:14). We are warned over and 
over about the figurative Anakim of our day. Woe unto 
us and our children if we allow the “cares and riches and 
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pleasures of this life” to coexist with our efforts to reach 
the antitypical Hebron. The names of the three sons of 
Anak are likewise related to these same principles which 
we will examine in the following section. 

 
With courage, confidence and commitment, Caleb went 

to war against the formidable Canaanites dwelling in the 
land. Thus Caleb “expelled thence the three sons of 
Anak” (Judg. 1:20). The Hebrew word for “expelled” 
means to take possession, to occupy (by driving out pre-
vious tenants). The same word is used in Isaiah 57:13, 
where Yahweh again promises, “he that putteth his trust 
in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy 
mountain.” There is a typical significance worth noting 
here. Christ and the Saints, following the path to the lit-
eral Promised Land laid out by Joshua, will not be given 
their inheritance without effort. They too will have to 
take possession of the land by force, ridding the land of 
the modern-day Canaanite power that will invade Israel. 
“And he gathered them together into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon” (Rev. 16:16). 

 
VI .  Kirjath-arba, The City of the Four 

 
Judges 1:10: “...(now the name of Hebron before was 
Kirjath-arba:) and they slew Sheshai, and Ahiman, and 
Talmai.” 
 

Throughout the Old Testament strong-walled cities 
have been used as a metaphor for sin and evil (on the side 
of man) and for obedience and sanctuary (on the side of 
Yahweh). Jericho, Babylon, and Jerusalem have each 
played their part in the illustration of this principle. The 
fall of the city of Kirjath-arba, the ancient name for Heb-
ron, finds its place in the parable of the Judges following 
the calling of Judah’s lion, and the binding of sin unto 
death as represented in Adoni-bezek. These circum-
stances form a pattern that we would do well to look into, 
for we believe that they are not coincidental.  

 
The city of Kirjath-arba derives a portion of its name 

from Arba, the Anakim hero (“And the name of Hebron 
before was Kirjath-arba; which Arba was a great man 
among the Anakims”), and was one of the chief strong 
walled cities among the Canaanites (Num. 13:22). Arba 
was the father of Anak, a giant from whom the Anakims 
descended (Num. 13:33), chief of whom were Anak’s 
three sons that were slain by the men of Judah. These 
four together (Anak and his sons) were of such warlike 
reputation that they were also associated with the name 
of the city, hence Kirjath-arba, meaning “city of the 
four”.  

It was the Anakim that were the subject of the evil re-
port given by ten of the twelve spies that entered the 
land, who said that “the land, through which we have 
gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants 
thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a 
great stature. And there we saw the giants, the sons of 
Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their 
sight” (Num. 32-33). How large these men really were 
we do not know for certain, but very large warriors stand-
ing high upon fortified walls of a rock would have been a 
daunting sight nonetheless – an apt symbol of sin in all 
its manifestations. Thus, while these great warriors of the 
flesh caused Israel to fear to enter the land for lack of 
faith, the courage of Joshua and Caleb (of Judah) brought 
them to an end. Both their number and their name are 
significant when viewed in context with Yahweh’s grand 
scheme of setting all things in order for His own purpose.  

 
In the account of David’s defeat of Goliath of Gath (the 

infamous man-of-the-flesh garnered with six armaments 
of brass), we find a parallel of the same Divine arrange-
ment foreshadowing the victory of the stone of Israel, the 
son of David, over sin. In the account of Judges, how-
ever, we are introduced to not one, but three giants by 
names Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai, all being sons of 
the fourth (Anak). Let us consider briefly the significance 
of the names of Anak’s sons and how they relate to the 
battles waged by each individual Saint, and then consider 
the broader prophetic picture revealed. 

 

Sheshai 
Sheshai means “whitish – to whiten, as with a silk cov-

ering or soft clothing”. This reminds us of the saying of 
Jesus to those who inquired about the prophet, John the 
Baptist, “But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed 
in soft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously ap-
pareled, and live delicately, are in kings’ courts” (Luke 
7:25). John the Baptist was clothed with a rough camel’s 
skin and his words pierced through all the man-made 
class distinctions in Israel, showing forth that all were 
unclean and sinful before Yahweh. By contrast, the 
Scribes and Pharisees reeked with class distinction and 
the love of praise, power, and wealth. After this fashion 
we may see in the name Sheshai a representation of those 
who appear outwardly as righteous and pious servants 
having smooth words that flow pleasantly to the ear. Je-
sus called this sort “whited sepulchers,” full of pride and 
self-reliance, but filled with words of death (Matt. 23:27-
28; II Cor. 10:7); “The words of his mouth were smoother 
than butter, but war was in his heart: his words were 
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Josephus, in his “Antiquity of the Jews,” offers historical verification of the Anakim. 
Jews who lived at Hebron as late as his day, he remarks, occasionally dug up human 
bones of a gigantic size (ch. II, pg 151). A design from the interior of the great Egyptian 
temple of Abu Simbel contains images of tall, light complexioned people of Canaan 
with whom the Egyptians contended (Syro-Egyptian Society in May, 1856) suggesting 
peoples of the same origin. Other representations of the same tall people are claimed 
to exist in the royal tombs of Biban-el-Moluk, at Medina Tabu, at Karnak, and at the 
tomb of Oimenepthah I, which the Italian explorer Giovanni Battista Belzoni opened. 
On a wall of the latter tomb, Belzoni is claimed to have found a picture representing a 
son of Anak similar in description to previous tombs. In the hieroglyphic inscription, Bel-
zoni read his name as Tanmahu, “or, by Elision, ‘Talmia,’ the name given to one of the 
tribes of the children of Anak.” Many other claims abound but unfortunately are not veri-
fiable. Nevertheless, we have no reason to doubt that the Biblical record is true regard-
ing these huge warriors that intimidated the Israelites. What is really more important is 
the system of man’s dominion which they represent - a stronghold of the flesh that is 
destined to be overturned. 

Canaanite Axe Head 

Tel Arad is the site of one of the an-
cient Canaanite settlements located 
south-west of the Dead Sea. The Israel-
ites built a fortress here (pictured) dur-
ing the era of the Kings of Israel to pro-
tect their southern flank. However, as 
the Israelites were not a martial people, 
they relied upon Yahweh to deliver the 
Anakim and other Canaanite strong-
holds into their hands (Num. 21:1-2). 

Tel Arad 
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softer than oil, yet were they drawn swords” (Psa. 55:21). 
 
In Isaiah’s day, those who refused to hear the Word of 

Yahweh were likewise described in this manner: “Now 
go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever: 
That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children 
that will not hear the law of the LORD: Which say to the 
seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us 
right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy de-
ceits: Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, 
cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before 
us” (Isa. 30:8-11). In contrast to such wicked men as 
these, true servants of Yahweh must speak and perform 
all things in accordance with the Truth. Such character 
can only come from a manifestation of the Word from 
within, not by a mere veneer of righteousness, such as 
that displayed by the vain show of religion by the false 
“Christian leaders” and other vain religions of the day. 

 
Ahiman 

Ahiman means “brother of a portion or man.” We 
know from Scripture that the portion of the man of flesh 
is the fleeting treasure of the world, and the end thereof 
are the ways of death: “Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, 
cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, which is 
thy sword: From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from 
men of the world, which have their portion in this life, 
and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they 
are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance 
to their babes” (Psa. 17:13-14). This is the fate of those 
who do not follow the course prescribed by Yahweh and 
heed the words of life. “Their inward thought is, that 
their houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling 
places to all generations; they call their lands after their 
own names. Nevertheless man being in honour abideth 
not: he is like the beasts that perish” (Psa. 49:11-12). 
And regarding unfaithful servants the Lord said, “The 
lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and 
will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion 
with the unbelievers” (Luke 12:46). May we rather “set 
[our] affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory” (Col. 3:2). 

 
Talmai 

Talmai means “to accumulate as seed in furrows.” 
Such is the passion of men, to think that they shall sow to 

themselves all that they desire (the accumulation of 
wealth and honor) and that their names will endure for-
ever. But such sowing to the flesh shall of the flesh only 
reap corruption (Gal. 6:8). The prophet Hosea appealed 
to a disobedient Israel that such a course would only 
meet with an end to their nation and king and exhorted 
them to rather “sow to yourselves in righteousness.”  

 
“9O Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah: 

there they stood: the battle in Gibeah against the children 
of iniquity did not overtake them. 10It is in my desire that 
I should chastise them; and the people shall be gathered 
against them, when they shall bind themselves in their 
two furrows. 11And Ephraim is as an heifer that is taught, 
and loveth to tread out the corn; but I passed over upon 
her fair neck: I will make Ephraim to ride; Judah shall 
plow, and Jacob shall break his clods. 12Sow to your-
selves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your 
fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he 
come and rain righteousness upon you. 13Ye have 
plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have 
eaten the fruit of lies: because thou didst trust in thy 
way, in the multitude of thy mighty men [flesh]. 14There-
fore shall a tumult arise among thy people, and all thy 
fortresses shall be spoiled, as Shalman spoiled Beth-
arbel in the day of battle: the mother was dashed in 
pieces upon her children. 15So shall Bethel do unto you 
because of your great wickedness: in a morning shall the 
king of Israel utterly be cut off” (Hosea 10:9-15). 

 
In essence, Hosea’s exhortation was for Israel to cast 

down the strong walled city of the flesh to which they 
had bound themselves in their outlook on life (like beasts 
of burden harnessed to plow in one direction – that of 
error) and to destroy all that was in it. This they refused 
to do, and Yahweh concluded that the nation could not be 
reformed under the current rulership. Certainly there is a 
strong exhortation from Hosea for our generation as well. 
Is the present day Ecclesia with all of its maladies of sin 
reformable? Will Jesus find faith in the earth? 

 
As with Anak, the names of his three sons speak to us 

concerning the deceitfulness of sin in its three-fold mani-
festation recorded in I John 2:15-17, and so we should 
examine ourselves in light of these words and take heed: 
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world pas-
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seth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will 
of God abideth for ever.” These three inborn tendencies 
toward sin, which were implanted within man as a result 
of the sentence placed upon Adam, were defeated by the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah (Jesus) and must also be de-
feated by every Saint armed with the sword of the spirit. 
“Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand” (Eph. 6:13). 

 
Prophetic Patterns to Consider 

There is also in the account before us a “pattern of 
things” given that goes beyond the basic exhortation of 
being spiritual soldiers. The time is coming when Mes-
siah and his brethren will literally go forth to battle: “And 
he came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand 
went a fiery law for them” (Deut. 33:2). This confronta-
tion will be between those intent on establishing the 
Kingdom of God versus those intent on preserving the 
Kingdom of Men. Let us now consider the numbers three 
and four as presented in the account, and how these num-
bers play into the destiny of the nations. 

 
The number four is used throughout Scripture to repre-

sent two opposing systems, one of Yahweh’s making and 
one of man’s making. In Yahweh’s divine arrangement 
we have the four-square encampment of Israel, each be-
neath the four standards of the leading tribes; the four 
stones reserved in David’s bag following the victory over 

Goliath, the four faces of the cherubim (Ezek. 1), Zecha-
riah’s four chariots (ch. 6), the four Gospels, and so on. 
Antagonistic to all of these is the system of man’s mak-
ing: four horns that have scattered Israel and Judah 
(Zech. 1); four beasts that rose up out of the sea of na-
tions in the form of a lion, a bear, a leopard, and a great 
and terrible fourth beast that was a compilation of the ill 
effects of the previous three (Dan. 7:3-7); and four metals 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s image which will unite as a whole 
upon the unstable feet of iron mixed with clay. These 
feet, once completely formed or united by the clay ele-
ment of the Russo-Gogian head of Gold (Dan. 2:33-45; 
Hab. 2:6), will effect a brief standing of all the image em-
pires as one distinct functional unit in opposition to the 
stone power (the Multitudinous Christ). This will be a 
complete manifestation of sin-in-the-flesh ruling over all 
the territories once occupied by the independent metal 
kingdoms and beast nations of the past. This system, we 
submit, is represented by Kirjath-arba; a complete sin-
system that will stand in defiance of the God of Israel, 
yet will fall at the hands of the son of David who will 
smite the image, sever its Russo-Gogian head, and reduce 
the remainder of its man-kingdom elements into the dust 
(Psa. 110; Dan. 2:35-35; Rev. 19:25). 

 
As a young shepherd, David choreographed the final 

defeat of this system corporately manifested in the flesh 
when looking out over the valley of Elah (Judgment) as 
recorded in 2 Samuel 17:34-37:  

 

 
 

~ The City of the Four ~ 
Four World Empires within One Sin System styled “Babylon the Great” 
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“34And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his fa-
ther’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took 
a lamb out of the flock: 35And I went out after him, and 
smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when 
he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and 
smote him, and slew him. 36Thy servant slew both the 
lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine 
shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the ar-
mies of the living God. 37David said moreover, The 
LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and 
out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, 
and the LORD be with thee.” 

 
From this passage it appears that David understood the 

kingdoms of men and their development in a more gener-
alized three-fold state, which may be described as being 
Assyrio-Babylonian (perhaps cover-
ing from Nimrod to Belshazzar – the 
Lion), Persian (from Darius until 
Alexander – the Bear), and Greco-
Roman (from Alexander to the ad-
vent – a great Goliath developed out 
of the Grecian system represented in 
the bronze). In such a case, we are 
given assurance that even as Yah-
weh overthrew these previous em-
pires of the flesh, so also will the 
final system of man be overthrown 
which defies Yahweh in the valley 
of Judgment (I Sam. 17:16; Joel 
3:12-14; Rev. 11:15). We believe 
that these things constitute the anti-
type of the pattern before us in 
Judah’s defeat of the three sons of Anak, one city-system 
styled the “City of the four.” As such, the apocalyptic 
counterpart of this Canaanite city is Babylon the Great, 
man’s ultimate strong walled city, as it were. In Revela-
tion 16:16-19, the prophet was informed that this great 
city would be divided into three parts (answering to the 
three sons of Anak) and conquered as a whole:  

 

16And he gathered them together into a place called 
in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 17And the seventh 
angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came 
a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the 
throne, saying, It is done. 18And there were voices, 
and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great 
earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the 

earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19And 
the great city was divided into three parts, and the 
cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in 
remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of 
the wine of the fierceness of his wrath…” 

 
VII.  Kirjath-sepher, God hath Numbered 

 
Judges 1:11: “And from thence he went against the in-
habitants of Debir: and the name of Debir before was 
Kirjath-sepher:” 

 
Following the defeat of Kirjath-arba, the drama builds 

as Judah and Simeon turn to Kirjath-sepher, a continua-
tion of the battle for Canaan as foreshadowing the over-
throw of Mystical Babylon the Great. Kirjath-sepher 
means “City of a book or register” from the Hebrew root 

saphar meaning “to score with a 
mark as a tally or record, that is, (by 
implication) to inscribe, and also to 
enumerate; intensively to recount, 
that is, celebrate:—commune… de-
clare, number.” How might this defi-
nition relate to the fate of the king-
doms of men?  
 

In Daniel 5:25-28 is the account of 
evil Belshazzar in the midst of his 
drunken feast where he beholds the 
handwriting on the wall: “And this is 
the writing that was written, MENE, 
MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is 
the interpretation of the thing: 
MENE; God hath numbered thy 

kingdom, and finished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in 
the balances, and art found wanting. PERES; Thy king-
dom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.” 
Our attention is drawn particularly to the fact that the 
kingdom of Babylon was numbered, meaning “properly 
to weigh out; by implication to allot or constitute offi-
cially; also to enumerate or enroll:—appoint, count, num-
ber, prepare, set, tell.” The register taken is that daily 
book of remembrance in the mind of Yahweh whereby 
the nations are weighed in the balance of Divine justice 
and found wanting because of their evil deeds 
(particularly with respect to their treatment of the natural 
and spiritual seed of Abraham). Kirjath-sepher thus 
stands related to the doom of man’s misrule upon the 
earth which shall be overthrown. 
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In the Apocalypse, Babylon the Great is likewise num-
bered. “Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding 
count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a 
man; and his number is six hundred three score and six.” 
Six is the number of the flesh, as man was created on the 
sixth day (Gen. 1:26-31). Moreover, six is the number of 
man’s dominion in defiance of Yahweh as represented in 
the account of Goliath, having six armaments by which 
he defied the armies of the God of Israel (I Sam. 17). 
Likewise, in the account of Nebuchadnezzar’s golden 
idol, the king set up an image made of gold that was sixty 
cubits high upon a platform of six cubits in breadth (Dan. 
3:1). This veritable icon of fleshly rule appeared in com-
plete counter distinction from the dream that Daniel in-
terpreted for the king in which only the head of the image 
was of gold. Nebuchadnezzar perhaps imagined that his 
kingdom of gold would prevail and commanded that all 
should worship the image on pain of death. (Note the 
striking parallel with Rev. 13:15.) 
Nevertheless, the king’s command 
could not withstand the faith of 
Daniel’s companions who remained 
untouched by the flame of fire, a 
foreshadowing of the lake of fire 
that will be kindled by the nations 
who will “heat the furnace one 
seven times more than it was wont to 
be heated” (Dan. 3:19). In this flame 
of fire the nations themselves will be 
engulfed and destroyed even as Ne-
buchadnezzar’s servants, yet Yah-
weh’s servants will be immune to its 
destructive power and will afterward 
be promoted as rulers in the King-
dom age (Dan. 3:30; Rev. 5:10). 

 
Another clue as to the identity of the latter-day anti-

type of Kirjath-sepher may be found in an alternate ren-
dering of the name as the “City of Branches.” This title 
also describes the Babylonian system revealed by the 
Spirit some twenty-six centuries ago in a dream of king 
Nebuchadnezzar. The King dreamed of a great tree that 
spread its branches over the earth and all the beasts of the 
earth and fowls of the heaven took shelter beneath its 
branches. At length the tree was hewn down, yet the 
stump and roots were preserved by a band of iron and 
brass. The dream was interpreted by Daniel the prophet 
thusly: 

 
19Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was as-

tonied for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The 

king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or 
the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar an-
swered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate 
thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies. 
20The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was 
strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the 
sight thereof to all the earth; 21Whose leaves were fair, 
and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; un-
der which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose 
branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: 
22It is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: 
for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, 
and thy dominion to the end of the earth. 23And whereas 
the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down 
from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy 
it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, 
even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of 
the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let 

his portion be with the beasts of the 
field, till seven times pass over him; 
24This is the interpretation, O king, 
and this is the decree of the most 
High, which is come upon my lord 
the king: 25That they shall drive thee 
from men, and thy dwelling shall be 
with the beasts of the field, and they 
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, 
and they shall wet thee with the dew 
of heaven, and seven times shall 
pass over thee, till thou know that 
the most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will. 26And whereas they com-
manded to leave the stump of the 

tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that 
thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule” (Dan. 
4:19-26). 

 
Daniel’s message to king Nebuchadnezzar was that his 

dominion would fall, yet the fleshly governmental and 
pagan religious principles upon which it was built would 
be preserved by succeeding brass and iron systems of 
man’s rule (bands of iron and brass) for a period of seven 
times (or 2520 years). During this time man’s rule would 
be likened unto the king’s madness wherein they would 
dwell like the beasts of the earth and are so depicted in 
Daniel’s vision of the seventh chapter. Following this 
seven-fold period the king regains his sanity and recog-
nizes the true God of heaven. Likewise the nations at 
large will recognize Yahweh’s vice-regent, Jesus Christ, 
when subdued beneath his iron scepter (Rev. 19:15), “…
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for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteousness” (Isa. 26:9). Thus 
believers would witness a major shift in the balance of 
political power at the terminus of this 2520 year epoch 
resulting in a change in the fortunes of Zion, a precursor 
to the Kingdom of God. This began to come to pass on 
December 11, 1917 during the apocalyptic sixth vial pe-
riod when the British, under Field Marshal Edmund 
Henry Hynman Allenby, expelled the Turks from Pales-
tine and captured Jerusalem. The Road to Zionism and 
the Jewish State had begun. The next seventy years 
would witness the Balfour declaration calling for a home-
land for the Jewish people in the Holy Land; WWII and 
the Holocaust, driving what few Jews remained in 
Europe to Palestine; the birth of Israel, and the latter day 
development of the king of the North and the king of the 
South in preparation for Armageddon. Yahweh has there-
fore “numbered” man’s dominion to prepare the way for 

the “kings of a sun’s rising” (Rev. 16:12) and the re-
establishment of His Kingdom upon the earth. 

 
In summary, whether we define Kirjath-sepher as the 

“City of a Book” or the “City of Branches,” in either 
case “all roads lead to Rome,” so to speak, as we see to-
day a latter day manifestation of the Babylonian tree rep-
resented upon the currency of the European Union and 
specifically the French Republic. Presently, this anti-
typical Babylonian city inscribes upon itself (and upon 
all the “beasts of the earth” that still lodge beneath its 
branches) the learning of man’s science and religion 
which is all vanity. This system is a habitation of serpents 
vaunting itself as a great tree against all that is pleasant in 
the eyes of Yahweh and must likewise be hewn down by 
a latter day savior, such as Othniel, who took the city of 
Kirjath-sepher for his own. 

 
 In later years the city was given to the sons of Aaron 

among other cities of Judah (I Chron. 6:57-60), hence the 

name of the city was changed to Debir (H688), meaning 
the sanctuary, or the place where Yahweh speaks. The 
sons of Aaron, in this case, were Kohathites, those respon-
sible for the Ark of the Covenant in the Sanctuary (Num. 
10:2). Those bearing the Ark ultimately speak to the Sons 
of Yahweh who have been corporealized into the cherubim 
mercy seat – those at one with the Deity and His Anointed 
in spirit and nature. Herein is a foreshadowing of the day 
when the Sons of Zion will possess the stronghold of Yah-
weh’s enemies, when “the kingdoms of this world are be-
come the kingdom of our LORD, and of His Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15, Obad. 21). In-
stead of cursing and abomination in the earth, there will be 
blessing and holiness when the nations are governed by 
the sons of the High Priest: “In that day there shall be an 
altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt and a 
pillar at the border thereof to Yahweh” (Isa. 19:19). 

 
VIII. Achsah, The Daughter 

of Zion 
 
Judges 1:12-15: “And Caleb said, He 
that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh 
it, to him will I give Achsah my daugh-
ter to wife. And Othniel the son of Ke-
naz, Caleb’s younger brother, took it: 
and he gave him Achsah his daughter to 
wife. And it came to pass, when she 
came to him, that she moved him to ask 
of her father a field: and she lighted 

from off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wilt thou? 
And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast 
given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And 
Caleb gave her the upper springs and the nether springs.” 
 

The Biblical record of Caleb ends with a parable point-
ing towards the ultimate victory that results in the true 
bride of Christ. In both the Judges and Joshua accounts, 
we learn of Caleb’s daughter, Achsah, and we are intro-
duced to Othniel, who would go on to become the first 
judge of Israel revealed in the book of Judges. Caleb and 
his “family-army” had driven the Anakims from Hebron, 
but his work was not yet complete. There existed a city 
some twelve miles to the southwest where the Canaanite 
presence remained. Recognizing the danger of having a 
war-like and apostate influence so close to his inheritance, 
Caleb issued a challenge to those in his midst. “He that 
smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will I give 
Achsah my daughter to wife” (Judg. 1:12). The call was to 
not only smite the enemy, but to occupy the spot as well. 
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So important was this mission to Caleb, he promised in 
exchange the hand of his daughter in marriage. It was 
Othniel that stood up to accept the challenge. 

 
Although Othniel would later go on to deliver the chil-

dren of Israel in a highly typical victory over Chushan-
rishathaim king of Mesopotamia, he first distinguished 
himself by recapturing Debir (Kirjath-sepher) for his 
(presumed) uncle, the faithful and valiant Caleb (Judg. 
3:9). Smith’s Bible Dictionary records the meaning of 
Othniel as “lion of El.” This vaults our minds immedi-
ately to the ultimate lion of God – that Lion of the tribe 
of Judah – Jesus Christ. “Weep not: behold, the Lion of 
the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to 
open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof” (Rev 
5:5). And although Othniel was technically a Gentile 
(Kenezite – Josh. 14:14), he, like his uncle Caleb, was a 
leader in the tribe of Judah. 
 

In volunteering to fight against the 
Anakim we get a glimpse of the faith 
and courage of the man who would 
become Israel’s first judge. Do we pos-
sess the courage to stand up against the 
giants of our world? Do we dutifully 
respond to the call of faithful men who 
have recorded our Father’s will in the 
form of the scriptures? Or do we be-
come unevenly yoked with aliens of 
the Truth? “Settling in” with those who 
would lead us astray, do we excuse 
ourselves from our responsibilities to our Creator and His 
ecclesia? 
 

The name Achsah (ak-saw´), Othniel’s bride-to-be, 
means anklet, and is found here as the feminine form of 
the word. Her name is taken from a Hebrew root that im-
plies to tie, specifically, with fetters. Accordingly, we get 
an idea of the bondage that is to be associated with her 
name. There are two thoughts on her antitype. First, 
based on her beauty, loyalty and bondage, Achsah is a 
natural representation of the bride of Christ. As stated 
earlier, Paul used this symbol in describing his service to 
the first century ecclesia, “For which I am an ambassa-
dor in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought 
to speak” (Eph 6:20). 

 
However, the case can also be made that a connection 

to natural Israel – the daughter of Zion – is appropriate. 
Natural Israel was bound in slavery to sin and death as 

expressed by Paul in Galatians 4:24-25, “Which things 
are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one 
from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, 
which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, 
and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in 
bondage with her children.” This is Old Jerusalem, and 
stands in contrast to the New Jerusalem promised in the 
scriptures through marriage union with the true Lamb.  

 
The symbol is also evident in Isaiah chapter three, 

where we read, “Moreover the LORD saith, Because the 
daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched 
forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as 
they go, and making a tinkling with their feet: Therefore 
the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of 
the daughters of Zion” (vs. 16-17). The word “tinkling” 
in verse 16 is the same root word that forms the name 
Achsah, thus supporting the link between Caleb’s daugh-

ter and the fleshly daughters of Zion. However, not all is 
lost for natural Israel, for we know that a remnant will 
remain “when the Lord shall have washed away the filth 
of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood 
of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judg-
ment, and by the spirit of burning” (Isa. 4:4). This special 
class will look upon him whom they pierced, and having 
themselves passed through the refiner’s fire, will help 
constitute the New Jerusalem in the Age to come. 

 
Springs of Water 

Othniel “took” Kirjath-sepher, and was thus given Ach-
sah to wife as Caleb had promised. Achsah had been 
granted “a south land,” but Othniel’s new bride had an 
additional request for her father. Respectfully she ap-
proached Caleb and asked, “give me also springs of wa-
ter” (Judg. 1:15). The Hebrew word for south is negeb, 
which carries with it a meaning of to be parched. In a 
natural sense, the water supply of the newly acquired 
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The Hebrew word for south is negeb, which car-
ries with it a meaning of “to be parched”. In a natu-
ral sense the water supply of the newly acquired 
land for Achsah was going to be inadequate. The 
inheritance would not be of much benefit without a 
continuous source of water. The exhortation in this 
part of the parable is clear. If the servants of God 
are to produce fruit that is pleasing unto their heav-
enly Father, then the water of the Word must be 
readily available. No settlement that is absent of 
this life-sustaining water can survive spiritually.   
(Left, the Negev in winter) 

land was going to be inadequate. The inheritance would 
not be of much benefit without a continuous source of 
water. The exhortation in this part of the parable is clear.  
If the servants of God are to produce fruit that is pleasing 
unto their heavenly Father, then the water of the Word 
must be readily available. No settlement that is absent of 
this life-sustaining water can survive spiritually. 
“Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life” (John 4:14). This principle is taught apocalyptically 
as well in Revelation 22, “And the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let 
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely” (vs. 17). Graciously, Caleb 
awarded her faithfulness by giving her “the upper 
springs and the nether springs” (Judg. 1:15). 

 
Over the last 60 years, archaeologists have uncovered 

ancient cisterns in the negeb that were a critical resource 
to weary travelers. These cisterns were well hidden from 
view by vegetation and rock and familiar only to those 
who frequented the source, thus they were protected from 
possible ruin by an enemy. Here we have another allu-
sion to the true bride to be:  “A garden enclosed is my 
sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain 
sealed” (Song 4:12). 

 
Regrettably, natural Israel has forgotten the spiritual 

source of these living waters and allowed the Truth to be 
corrupted. The prophet Isaiah lamented when he wrote, 
“Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah 
that go softly…” (Isa. 8:6), for which reason Judah went 
into captivity into Babylon, and later the Romans scat-
tered the Jews throughout the known world. But again, 

the story of the Jewish people does not end there as Mes-
siah will return to change the fortunes of Zion, and to 
transform their spiritual desert into a well watered garden 
of herbs: 

 
“And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and sat-

isfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and 
thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring 
of water, whose waters fail not. And they that shall be 
of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise 
up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt 
be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of 
paths to dwell in” (Isa. 58:11-12). 

 
Faith, victory, marriage, inheritance, the water of life 

desired and granted… there can be no doubt of the para-
bolic nature of the Word of God.  The lessons inherent in 
the record of Caleb of Judah and his daughter bring to 
life the value of the scriptures, and enlighten us more 
deeply regarding the revealed purpose of the Eternal Fa-
ther. 
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Introduction 
 

Imagine that for as long as you could remember, that 
you knew you would be killed at the hands of cruel men. 
You knew that your time on this earth was only for so 
long. You think often about the fateful day to come. 
You rehearse in your mind every word you will say. 
You search the scriptures for the right exhortation that 
your last words will convey. Doing this day after day, 
when that fateful day did arrive, nothing that came from 
your lips would be without import. Nothing would be 
insignificant... if you were the Son of Yahweh. 

 
When we examine the words that our Master spoke 

with discernment while on the stake, we find significant 
lessons. We find lessons that are both full of exhortation 
and typical meaning as well. We also find phrases diffi-
cult for some to understand. This article will look at 
each of the seven utterances of Yahshua the Messiah 
from the stake and discuss their import to each of us. 
 

“Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do.” - Luke 23:34 

 
The first recorded saying of the Master demonstrated 

his hope for the people of Israel. We might imagine that 
Yahshua was asking for simple forgiveness for men of 
evil imaginations. But his words imply much more than 
that. They express his desire that they would both learn 
of their sin and repent, for only if this took place could 
they be forgiven. Examine the following well-known 
verses: “For thou, Yahweh, art good, and ready to for-
give; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call 
upon thee” (Psalm 86:5); “And the mean man boweth 
down, and the great man humbleth himself [to idols]: 
therefore forgive them not” (Isaiah 2:9).  
 

The scriptures clearly teach that forgiveness comes to 
those who repent. Yahshua was praying for the people’s 
repentance. The Acts, and the efforts of the apostles, are 
an answer to this prayer. 

“To day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise.” - Luke 23:43 

 
The second phrase spoken by the Master is one we find 

very typical. It is true that we do have some simple les-
sons taken from this saying. But for the sake of this arti-
cle, we will focus on the allegorical meaning of this say-
ing. 
 

It is a very important teaching of the atonement that 
Christ was also in need of redemption from Adamic con-
demnation. Though not guilty of any trespass, Yahshua 
came in the same state of condemnation that all of 
Adam’s descendants are born with. This is reflected in 
the words of verse forty of the chapter, “But the other 
answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, 
seeing thou art in the same condemnation?” It is to a 
segment of those who are in the same condemnation that 
salvation comes. And what class will be delivered from 
this condemnation? Salvation will come to those who are 
crucified with the Master (cp. Romans 6:3) like the male-
factor was. Those who offer themselves as a living sacri-
fice (Romans 12:1) and seek for life eternal will find de-
liverance from the condemnation they were born into, 
and they only will be with Yahshua “in paradise.” 
 

 “Woman, behold thy son!” - John 19:26 

 
While the third saying of the Master surely was a mes-

sage of love to his grieving mother, it is also quite reveal-
ing in an allegorical sense. Taken out of context, we 
might suggest that the Lord was proclaiming to be the 
seed of the woman (cp. Genesis 3:15). And indeed he 
was the promised seed! How sad that the evil men about 
him could not see the “seed of the woman” before them. 
They could not “behold” what he really was. But in the 
context of the verses of this saying is a marvelous alle-
gory. The words were spoken of John, the “disciple 
whom Jesus loved.” The meaning of the words spoken 
was that John now had a new mother, and she a new son.  
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Brethren, when we obey the Truth, we are 
as disciples loved by the Lord, greatly loved. 
So much so, that he gave himself a ransom for 
us. And most importantly to the type before 
us, we have a new mother when we come into 
covenant relationship. “For it is written, that 
Abraham had two sons, the one by a bond-
maid, the other by a freewoman. But he who 
was of the bondwoman was born after the 
flesh; but he of the freewoman was by prom-
ise. Which things are an allegory: for these 
are the two covenants; the one from the mount 
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is 
Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, 
and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, 
and is in bondage with her children. But Jeru-
salem which is above is free, which is the 
mother of us all” (Galatians 4:22-26). 
 
“My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” - Matthew 27:46 

 
This saying of the Lord should not be taken 

as a remark of despair. It should not be taken 
as a literal question, but as a rhetorical one. 
This is important, because Yahshua certainly 
knew why he was being crucified; he under-
stood more than any man what was happening 
to him and why. So, how do we reconcile his 
words? It is important to note that before the 
Lord spoke this phrase, that his executioners, 
who questioned why he was not being deliv-
ered, were mocking him (cp. vs. 40-44). They 
wanted to know why he was being “forsaken” 
if he was indeed the Son of Yahweh. We must 
go to where these words are quoted from to 
find the answer (Many Bible students believe 
the entire 22nd Psalm was spoken by the Lord 
at this time…We agree.) 

 
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

why art thou so far from helping me, and from the 
words of my roaring? O my God, I cry in the day time, 
but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am 
not silent. But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the 
praises of Israel. Our fathers trusted in thee: they 
trusted, and thou didst deliver them. They cried unto 
thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and 
were not confounded. But I am a worm [Heb. tola], 
and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the 
people” (Psalm 22:1-6). 

The worm spoken of by David is the crimson coccus. It 
was the source for the scarlet used in the tabernacle (cp. 
Exod. 25:4), as well as the scarlet used in the cleansing of 
leprosy (Lev. 14:4; Num. 19:6).  

 
This worm had to be killed to provide for this redemp-

tion. This was the Why. He was the redemption that Is-
rael should have been looking for! Yahshua was answer-
ing his critics. He was telling them why he was dying 
before them. He was not complaining or questioning his 
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"Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
    shall be as white as snow; 

Though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool" 

(Isa. 1:18)  
 

The Hebrew word for "crimson" is tola, referring to 
a female insect about the size of a pea (Kermes ili-
ces - formerly identified as Coccus ilicis). When 
crushed and placed in hot water, a brilliant crimson 
color which is indelible is produced. Thus the dye 
was used to make scarlet thread for use in embroi-
dered work for the Tabernacle. 

 
Isaiah's dramatic imagery paints a beautiful canvas 

to describe the power of Yahweh’s love and forgive-
ness: Although sins will imprint a permanent stain 
upon our lives seemingly impossible to remove (like 
the crimson dye produces an indelible stain), yet, 
through the redemption and cleansing power of 
Yahshua Messiah, the permanent stain of sin can be 
washed clean. “Wash me thoroughly from mine iniq-
uity, and cleanse me from my sin” (Psa. 51:2). 

Kermes ilices  



Volume 6, Issue No. 1                                                                                     23 

 

Father as to his circumstances. He knew what was hap-
pening. 
 

 “I thirst.” - John 19:28 

 
The fifth phrase spoken by the Master is beautiful in 

its meaning. It is a remark that all of us should be mak-
ing as well. Yahshua thirsted for his Father, as we 
should. He was not asking for literal refreshment (he 
refused to drink what they offered – cp. Matt. 27:34). 
And the Psalms prophetically speak of his disdain for 
what he was offered as well: 

 
“Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of 

heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but 
there was none; and for comforters, but I found none. 
They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst 
they gave me vinegar to drink. Let their table become 
a snare before them: and that which should have been 
for their welfare, let it become a trap. Let their eyes be 
darkened, that they see not; and make their loins con-
tinually to shake. Pour out thine indignation upon 
them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. Let 
their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in 
their tents. For they persecute him whom thou hast 
smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom thou 
hast wounded. Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let 
them not come into thy righteousness. Let them be 
blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written 
with the righteous” (Psalm 69:20-28). This Psalm also 
showed he did not desire forgiveness for the unrepent-
ant. 

 
What did he thirst for then? For the joy of being in his 

Father’s presence.  
 

“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth 
for God, for the living God: when shall I come and 
appear before God? My tears have been my meat day 
and night, while they continually say unto me, Where 
is thy God?” (Psalm 42:1-3).  

 
“O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my 

soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a 
dry and thirsty land, where no water is; To see thy 
power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the 
sanctuary. Because thy lovingkindness is better than 
life, my lips shall praise thee. Thus will I bless thee 

while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name” (Psalm 
63:1-4). 

 
We also should thirst for the righteousness that comes 

through the Word of Yahweh resulting in immortality: 
 

 “But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well [fountain – source of 
supply] of water springing up into [purpose or result] 
everlasting life” (John 4:14, cp. Matthew 5:6; John 
6:35). 

 
“It is finished.” - John 19:30 

 
All of the scriptures had been fulfilled. Nothing more 

needed to be done. The atonement was provided. The 
suffering completed. It is interesting to note that the 22nd 
Psalm echoes this saying, “They shall come, and shall 
declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be 
born, that he hath done this” (Psalm 22:31). Just as 
David’s psalm of the crucifixion ends with a phrase of 
accomplishment, so does the suffering of the Messiah 
end with a note of accomplishment. We cannot ourselves 
imagine the joy that our Lord must have felt, amongst so 
much pain, to know he had completed the mission that 
Yahweh had given him to do (cp. Isaiah 53:11). 
 

“Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit.” - Luke 23:46 

 
The final words of Yahshua demonstrate a trust that 

each of us must have in our heavenly Father. In the case 
of Yahshua the Messiah it was no doubt a great comfort 
to have read of his own redemption in the word of Truth, 
“Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed 
me, O Yahweh God of truth” (Psalm 31:5).  

 
We also should have that faith, that full assurance of 

hope, a hope that comes from faithful service to Yahweh. 
Are we committed into His hands? 
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